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N Korea allows ’private’
visit to nuclear site

By Jung-a Song in Seoul
Published: January 2 2004
11:43 | Last Updated: Janu-
ary 2 2004 11:43

North Korea has agreed to al-
low a congressional delega-
tion of American scientists
and experts to visit its nucle-
ar complex in Yongbyon be-
tween January 6-10, accord-
ing to the South Korean for-
eign ministry.

State department officials in
Washington stressed that the
visit, organised by Senate
staffers, was not represent-
ing the US administration, de-
scribing the trip as "a com-
pletely private iniative".

"This is something that the
US government has not
been involved in, nor would
we be participating in the in-
spections. This is a complete-
ly private initiative," one offi-
cial told Reuters news agen-
cy.

However, similar "private" vis-
its and delegations, often
with indirect official sanction,
have been a feature of diplo-
macy on the Korean peninsu-
la, used by all sides to sup-
plement their often-confronta-
tional official exchanges.

The visit would also mark the
first time outsiders have
been allowed to inspect
North Korea’s main nuclear

facilities since the communist
state expelled UN nuclear
monitors at the end of 2002.

The development came after
North Korea recently agreed
to hold a second round of six-
nation negotiations early this
year, which aims to end the
year-long nuclear standoff be-
tween North Korea and the
us.

Analysts say it would be a
significant compromise from
North Korea if it allows the
US delegation to assess the
real progress of its nuclear
development programme.

“The question is to what ex-
tent the North wants to open
its nuclear facilities to the out-
siders,” said Pak Hak-soon,
an analyst at Sejong Insti-
tute.

“If the US team can verify
how many fuel rods have
been reprocessed, it would
be a big step forward in re-
solving the nuclear crisis.”

Pyongyang claimed in July to
have completed reprocess-
ing 8,000 spent nuclear fuel
rods, which would give it
enough plutonium for five or
six bombs, in addition to the
one or two bombs the US
suspects it already has.

Nobody outside North Korea
knows for certain what has
been developed in Yongby-
on, north of Pyongyang,
since the communist state
pulled out of the non-prolifer-
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ation treaty in early 2003.

North Korea has threatened
to increase its nuclear capa-
bility if talks with the US were
delayed. The first round of
talks in August last vyear,
which included representa-
tives from the US, China, Ja-
pan, Russia and the two Ko-
reas, ended in acrimony.

At the talks held in Beijing,
North Korea offered to freeze
its nuclear programme in re-
turn for security assurances
and economic assistance.
But Washington rejected the
offer, insisting that Pyong-
yang must prove its commit-
ment to dismantling its nucle-
ar facilities before receiving
rewards.

New China issues herald
improved transparency

By Angela Mackay in Hong
Kong

Published: January 1 2004
12:11 | Last Updated: Janu-
ary 12004 12:11

China’s initiative to improve
transparency and the quality
of its share markets has start-
ed to yield results after a re-
vamped listing committee
met for the first time this
week and gave preliminary
approvals to two companies
seeking an initial public offer-
ing and a share placement.

TCL Corp, one of the coun-
try’s biggest television and
cellular phone makers, plans
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to raise about US$240m
from an IPO which involves
the delisting of a subsidiary
in favour of a flotation of the
entire group. In 2002, TCL
Corp reported sales of
US$2.7bn and the group last
year set up a joint venture
with Thomson SA of France
to make televisions and
DVDs.

Separately, the listing com-
mittee also approved a pro-
posal by BOE Technology
Group to make a private
placement of B shares to
raise about US$150m to pay
off loans made to purchase
Hynix Semiconductor's TFT-
LCD business.

Both deals must obtain the
formal approval of the main-
land’s regulatory body, the
China Securities Regulatory
Commission. Sources close
to the companies said they
hoped this would be forth-
coming in the next few days.

The new committee replaced
an 80-strong contingent
whose decisions were never
made public. Under the fresh
arrangement, the CSRC
plans to flag pending deals
and give listing candidates
the chance to vet committee
members for bias or vested
interests.

The committee’s 25 mem-
bers include Nicole Yuen,
head of UBS’s China equi-
ties team, as well as account-
ants, lawyers and stockbro-
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kers from the private sector,
and government officials.
Seven of the 25 convened
the first meeting to examine
the TCL and BOE proposals.

TCL Corp’s listing will also
mark the renaissance of the
Shenzhen Stock Exchange.
Three years ago, the regula-
tor suspended IPOs on the
bourse, channelling new lis-
tings to the Shanghai Stock
Exchange while it over-
hauled rules and planned a
roadmap for the future of the
country’s equities markets.

Shares in TCL Communica-
tion - the 57 per cent owned
offshoot that will be sub-
sumed when TCL Corp lists -
were suspended on Decem-
ber 26 pending the commit-
tee’s meeting. Shares in the
company had risen 36 per
cent to almost RMB25 since
the merger and IPO plan
was unveiled in October.

BA cancels second flight
to Washington

Agencies br Friday January
2, 2004

Armed police patrol Heath-
row airport’s terminal four
amid  security  concerns
which forced the cancellation
of BA flight 223 to Washing-
ton for the second succes-
sive day. Photograph: Tim
Ockenden, PA

British Airways this afternoon
cancelled its BA223 Heath-

row to Washington flight for
the second time in as many
days.

The cancellation came less
than two hours before take-
off, but the airline said that
its 6.40pm service, and other
scheduled flights between
Heathrow and Washington,
would go ahead.

This is the third flight on the
Heathrow to Washington DC
route to be affected in the
past week following intelli-
gence about a threat to air-
craft on the route.

Yesterday’s flight was can-
celled several hours before it
was scheduled to depart aft-
er BA received "security ad-
vice" from the government.

Passengers today expressed
their anxiety and frustration
over the cancellation.

William Mallett, 38, his wife,
Cathy Lewis, and their one-
year-old son, Jack, were
making their way through
passport control as the can-
cellation announcement was
made.

"The staff said they wouldn’t
be checking us in unless
there was a very good
chance the flight was going
to go,” Mr Mallet told the
Press Association.

Mr Mallett, a transport con-
sultant who lives in Arlington,
Virginia, said: "l have been
telling myself that if they are
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paying attention to this flight
in particular, that is a good
thing.

"It means there is more likely
to be a problem when they
are not paying attention to
the flight, but | am still nerv-
ous."

He added that they had been
booked on the flight for sever-
al months and so had no in-
tention of cancelling their res-
ervations.

"We need to go home, we
need to go back to work -
that is why we are flying," he
said.

Deepa Menon, 28, a law stu-
dent from Washington DC,
said: "l am irritated. | am
sure there are reasons, but |
do wish we had known what
was going on earlier.

"It seems they must have
specific information, so they
could have told us before."

On New Years Eve, the
same flight had been kept on
the runway for three hours
after landing at Washington
Dulles International airport.
Security officials boarded the
plane, which was escorted in-
to Dulles by two F-16 fighter
jets, and questioned passen-
gers.

US security sources told the
Press Association that the se-
curity procedures on the
New Year's Eve flight were
based on specific intelli-

gence.

"We had concerns with indi-
viduals on the flight, but
threat reporting information
led us to make the decision
to have the flight escorted," a
national security official said.

"It was fact-related," the offi-
cial added, saying that the
decision was not just con-
nected to the passenger list
the US now receives from air-
lines flying to the US.

An Aeromexico flight from
Mexico City to Los Angeles
was also cancelled after US
authorities refused to allow it
to land.

A BA spokesman said that
the airline was still hoping to
operate this afternoon’s flight
to Washington.

However, he said that, in
light of the events of the past
two days, the security situa-
tion surrounding flight BA
223 was being closely moni-
tored.

- A Chilean man was arrest-
ed after being found to be
carrying knives on an Easy-
jet flight from Madrid to Luton
yesterday.

The man, whose identity has
not been released, was de-
tained after flight attendants
were alerted to his behaviour
on the aircraft before take-
off. Spanish police were
called onto the plane while it
was on the tarmac.
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The flight then left Madrid at
22.40 and arrived at Luton at
some time after 23.00 with-
out any further incident, ac-
cording to the BBC.

Britons flash the plastic
in run-up to Christmas

Press Association
Friday January 2, 2004

Britain’s consumers are con-
tinuing to use their credit
cards despite the hike in in-
terest rates, spending a
record £11.56bn on their
plastic during November,
well up on last November’s
figure of £10.14bn, the Bank
of England announced to-
day.

However, strong repayments
meant that overall credit card
debt rose by just £574m dur-
ing the month, considerably
down on October’s jump of
£693m and the £818m rise
recorded in June. Consum-
ers now owe a total of
£52.92bn on credit cards.

The total value for unsecured
lending (where money is bor-
rowed on credit cards, per-
sonal loans and overdrafts)
was the second highest on
record, with people borrow-
ing £17.58bn during

November, although after re-
payments were taken into ac-
count, total consumer credit
rose by a more restrained
£1.62bn. This figure is higher
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than the previous month’s
£1.4bn, but down on Septem-
ber’'s £1.81bn.

Mortgage  lending  also
showed signs of slowing dur-
ing November, with total lend-
ing reaching £24.42bn. This
is the third highest figure on
record, but it still represents
adrop from October’s
£25.28bn. Net lending, which

strips out redemptions and re-

payments, was £8.61bn,
compared with £9.45bn the
previous month.

The Bank’s figures also
showed that mortgage ap-
provals were slightly sub-
dued, with the value of all
loans approved £25.89bn,
£700m lower than the aver-
age for the previous three
months.  Around 115,000
loans were approved for
house purchase during the
month, compared with an av-
erage of 117,000 in the three
months to the end of Octo-
ber. However, if the figure is
adjusted to take into account
the number of working days
in the month this rose to
119,000 compared with
116,000 in the previous three
months.

The Bank also released fig-
ures today showing that
homeowners  withdrew a
record £13.43bn of equity
from their properties during
the three months to the end
of September. The figure is
well up on both the £11.24bn
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withdrawn during the previ-
ous quarter and the £9.81bn
taken out in the third quarter
of 2002.

Britons are increasingly cash-
ing in on the housing boom
by withdrawing money from
their homes to finance large
purchases or consolidate
debt. Under equity release
schemes lenders allow home-
owners to increase their mort-
gages in exchange for a
cash lump sum if their proper-
ty is worth more than the orig-
inal sum they borrowed.

Historically low interest rates
and double-digit house price
inflation have led to a steep
increase in equity withdrawal
in the past couple of years.
During the three months to
the end of September money
withdrawn from properties
represented 7% of people’s
post-tax income, nearing the
peak of 7.7% reached in
1988.

Bush says he is still eat-
ing beef

Reuters, Falfurrias Friday
January 2, 2004 The Guardi-
an

President Bush said last
night that Americans should
feel comfortable eating beef,
despite the country’s mad
cow scare.

Mr Bush told reporters after
a Texas hunting trip that he
ate beef yesterday and said

he would continue to do so,
despite the discovery last
month of the first case of bo-
vine spongiform encephalop-
athy (BSE) on a US farm.

He said US agriculture offi-
cials, who have banned the
use of meat from sick "down-
er" cattle in foodstuffs, had
taken the right steps to en-
sure the safety of beef. Offi-
cials sought to recover meat
from eight states that may
have received produce from
the affected animal.

Asked whether Americans
should continue eating beef,
Mr Bush said "They should."
He added: "I ate beef today
and | will continue to eat
beef."

The sick animal was discov-
ered almost two weeks ago
on a farm in Washington
state. More than 20 countries
quickly responded by ban-
ning the import of US beef.

Canadian cow ’sparked
BSE’ in US

Paul Webster
Sunday December 28, 2003
The Observer

American health officials said
yesterday they had 'tentative-
ly’ determined that the Hol-
stein cow infected with mad
cow disease that triggered
the crisis entered the country
from Canada.

The statement came as the
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US beef industry faced a crip-
pling slump in sales as more
countries banned imports of
American meat products.

Dr Ron DeHaven, chief veter-
inarian for the Agriculture De-
partment, said Canadian offi-
cials had indicated the ani-
mal was one of a herd of 74
cattle imported to the US
from Alberta in August 2001
at Eastport, Idaho. It joined a
Washington state herd in Oc-
tober 2001.

"These animals were all dairy
cattle and entered the US
about two or two-and-a-half
years ago, so most of them
are still likely alive,” DeHaven
said.

He emphasised that just be-
cause the sick cow was a
member of that herd, it does
not mean all 74 animals are
infected, but investigators
tracing the US’s first con-
firmed case of BSE said it
may take months to deter-
mine exactly where the infect-
ed animal was born, and
where other cattle that may
also have been infected at
the same time have gone.

Until the birth herd of the in-
fected four-and-a-half-year-
old Holstein is found, and the
source of the infection isolat-
ed, major importers of US
beef, such as Japan, have in-
dicated they will not lift a ban
on imports. Yesterday Venez-
uela and Egypt said they
would join some two dozen

nations that have halted US
beef imports.

'We’ve lost 90 percent of our
export market in the last
three days,” said Gregg
Doud, an economist for the
National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association. He warned that
the US stands to lose at
least $6 billion a year in ex-
ports and falling domestic pri-
ces.

Investigators are warning
they may never be able to
trace the exact source be-
cause the US lacks an ade-
quate system to track cattle.
If the infected cow can be
confirmed to have come from
Canada, where a BSE scare
earlier this year temporarily
shut down sales of Canadian
beef, authorities are hopeful
that spread of the disease
can be contained. Yesterday,
a second farm in Washington
state was quarantined as the
Bush administration sent del-
egates abroad to try to re-
store confidence in the indus-
try. Seeking to assuage pub-
lic fears, the White House
said President Bush ’has eat-
en beef in the last couple of
days’.

Associations representing vic-
tims of Creutzfeldt-Jakob Dis-
ease, the fatal brain disorder
often linked to mad cow dis-
ease, are questioning wheth-
er the growing number of cas-
es of the disease in the US
are linked to eating contami-
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nated US beef.

They have also accused the
government of lax testing
and enforcement of safety
standards.

Votes crisis hangs over
Ireland’s EU presidency

lan Black, European editor
Friday January 2, 2004 The
Guardian

Ireland’s prime minister, Ber-
tie Ahern, played down ex-
pectations for a speedy end
to the EU’s constitutional cri-
sis as he took over the un-
ion’s presidency yesterday.

Dublin is also promising to
improve relations with the
US and a "snappier" ap-
proach to EU business as it
will be in charge when the un-
ion enlarges to 25 members,
from its current 15, on May
1.

Mr Ahern’s six-month stint in
the presidency, launched dur-
ing a brief ceremony at Du-
blin Castle, may be quieter
than that of the outgoing in-
cumbent, Italy’s gaffe-prone
Silvio Berlusconi, but possi-
bly just as difficult.

The taoiseach is to take
"soundings" about the consti-
tutional talks, which col-
lapsed at a summit in Brus-
sels in mid-December.

"After the breakdown it is a
time for reflection," he told
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the BBC’s Today pro-
gramme. Achieving a result
would take "some time," he
said.

Negotiations foundered over
the question of voting rights
which pitted France and Ger-
many against Spain and Po-
land, who were resisting
changes that would reduce
their influence.

Mr Ahern is to report on pros-
pects to the next EU summit
in March, but elections in
Spain the same month mean
Madrid is unlikely to change
its position.

"Our tactic will be to try and
first of all to make sure that
the issues involving compro-
mises will hold, and then
start testing the ground with
the other countries to see
how much progress we can
make," he said.

If negotiations run into 2005
they risk coinciding with a
general election in the UK,
something which Tony Blair
is keen to avoid.

One of the less controversial
proposals in the draft consti-
tution is to end the system of
six-monthly presidencies and
replace them with longer
team efforts involving three
or four member states.

Ireland, the EU’s second
smallest country, has a repu-
tation of being a good Euro-
pean which recognises how
it has prospered since joining
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the EEC in 1973.

But that may not be enough
to guarantee success be-
tween now and July 1, when
it hands over to the Nether-
lands.

With a successful enlarge-
ment its main priority, the
government is planning a
street party and "day of wel-
come" in Dublin and across
the country on May 1 when
the 10 new members - eight
former communist countries
plus Cyprus and Malta - join
the EU.

The Irish will also have to
deal with the messy politics
of choosing a president of
the European commission to
replace Romano Prodi, as
well as overseeing the start
of potentially explosive nego-
tiations on the union’s six-
year budget.

Advancing the slow-moving
"Lisbon" agenda for a more
dynamic and competitive EU
economy will also not be
easy.

Other Irish goals, said Mr
Ahern, include patching up
EU relations with the US aft-
er recent bitter disagree-
ments over Iraq, trade and
global warming. President
George Bush is expected to
visit Dublin for the EU-US
summit in Dublin in June.

Brian Cowen, Ireland’s for-
eign minister, said the en-
largement meant it was im-

portant bad habits were not
allowed to form and that the
way in which the expanded
union did business was es-
tablished from the very start.

"At the end of the day, when
people look back, it will be
the presidency when the un-
ion formally went from 15 to
25," he told the lrish Inde-
pendent.

"One of the legacies we
would like to leave is a snap-
pier, business-like approach
on how we do business.
Once you move into 25 if you
don’t get it right it becomes
the norm and it is very hard
to undo it. We need to ad-
dress how we do our busi-
ness on practical issues."

Cypriot hung poll caus-
es turmoil

Helena Smith in Athens
Tuesday December 16, 2003
The Guardian

The future of Cyprus hung in
the balance last night after
Turkish Cypriot opposition
parties failed to secure a ma-
jority in elections seen as a
referendum on UN proposals
to reunite the island.

As the result plunged the self-
proclaimed state into political
turmoil, observers described
it as the "the worst possible
outcome".

Under a complex electoral
system, Sunday’s poll ended
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in stalemate with the pro-EU
opposition and pro-govern-
ment parties splitting 50 par-
liamentary seats, despite the
former winning 48% of the
vote, 2% more than their ri-
vals.

The political deadlock not on-
ly dented hopes of Cyprus
entering the EU reunited
next spring, but appeared to
strengthen the hand of Rauf
Denktash, the Turkish Cypri-
ots’ "anti-solution" leader.

Yesterday Mr Denktash -
whose sole aim is internation-
al recognition for the unrecog-
nised republic - said he felt
under "no obligation" to hand
the pro-settlement opposition
a mandate to form a govern-
ment.

Instead, he said, the rival par-
ties "might consider" forming
a national coalition govern-
ment - a prospect rejected
outright by the opposition.

If that failed, Mr Denktash,
who has the backing of Tur-
key’s army, pledged to call
another electionwithin 60
days.

"In the absence of a govern-
ment with a clear mandate
Rauf Denktash’s position is
strengthened," said James
Ker-Lindsay, a political ana-
lyst in Nicosia, the island’s di-
vided capital. "This result fa-
vours him. He still remains
chief negotiator.”

The opposition had hoped to

sideline Mr Denktash by re-
placing him as chief negotia-
tor if it won the election.

Failure to reach a deal could
cement ethnic division, deep-
en the Turkish Cypriots’ isola-
tion, and wreck Ankara’s
hopes of opening entry talks
with the EU in 2005.

60 migrants feared lost
in sinking

AP in Istanbul
Monday December 22, 2003
The Guardian

Around 60 illegal immigrants
were missing feared
drowned in the eastern Medi-
terranean yesterday after
their small boat sank off
southern Turkey.

The 40-foot (12-metre) wood-
en vessel, carrying migrants
from Jordan, Iraq, Iran and
Afghanistan, left the Turkis
resort of Marmaris late on Fri-
day and was heading to the
Greek island of Rhodes
when it sank, coastguards
said.

Only one survivor has been
found so far. Rescuers
picked 13 lifejackets from the
water and some debris.

An Iraqgi found floating on a
piece of wood told police that
the boat suddenly started to
fill with water and then sank.
A woman and 10-year-old
girl were among the passen-
gers.
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Letwin clashes with La-
bour over taxes

Press Association
Friday January 2, 2004 6:23
PM

Chancellor Gordon Brown
will have to impose either
massive cuts in public sector
spending or massive increas-
es in tax during the next Par-
liament if Labour wins the
next General Election, shad-
ow chancellor Oliver Letwin
warned.

If Mr Brown chooses to keep
increasing spending at the
current rate, taxes could soar
by almost 50% in real terms
by the end of the next eco-
nomic cycle, he predicted.

But Labour’s Chief Secretary
to the Treasury Paul Boat-
eng dismissed the claim, ac-
cusing Mr Letwin of getting
his figures wrong. After five
years of public spending re-
straint between 1997 and
2002, Mr Brown has commit-
ted the Government to a pro-
gramme of major investment
in hospitals, schools and oth-
er public services up to
2007.

Mr Letwin called on him to
come clean about what he in-
tends to do after that date -
return to being the "prudent
Chancellor" of his first period
in office, or remain the "big
spender" seen in recent
years.
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Continuing to spend at the
rate seen between 2002 and
2007 would mean tax rises
totalling £270 billion over the
following six years, said the
shadow chancellor. This
would increase the Trea-
sury’s total tax take by 47%
in real terms by 2012-13,
bringing the proportion of
GDP taken in tax to 43%.

Mr Letwin said: "Since 2002,
Gordon Brown has become
a big spender. He is planning
for spending to grow twice as
fast between 2002 and 2007
as it did between 1997 and
2002, and to borrow £148 bil-
lion instead of repaying £27
billion, despite the fact that
he expects GDP to have
grown by just about the
same amount in the second
period as it grew in the first.

"If Gordon Brown raises pub-
lic spending at the same rate
in the next economic cycle
as he has raised it over this
economic cycle, then he will
need to raise taxes by about
£270 billion and increase tax
to 43% of GDP by the end of
the cycle if he is to obey his
own fiscal rules.

"He should now come clean
and tell us either that he is
planning a massive spending
slowdown in the next cycle
or that is planning massive
tax increases."

But Mr Boateng said: "The
Conservatives’ figures have
clearly just been made up,
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whereas our plans are based
on the most cautious and pru-
dent assumptions.

"They mean we will meet our
fiscal rules, meet our spend-
ing plans and invest in and
reform our public services.
By contrast, the Conserva-
tives ruined the economy in
the early 1990s, starved vital
public services like schools
and hospitals of the resour-
ces they needed and are
committed to slashing public
spending if they ever get the
chance again. The choice is
clear - investment and re-
form with Labour or cuts,
charges and privatisation
from the Conservatives."

Youth charged with mur-
dering girl, 10

Press Association
Friday January 2, 2004 6:23
PM

A teenager accused of mur-
dering a 10-year-old girl at a
Christmas party has ap-
peared in court.

Paul James Smith, 17, was
charged with kiling Rosie
May Storrie at a house in the
Leicestershire village of Nor-
manton on Sunday evening.

The girl was found uncon-
scious, lying face down on a
bed, and was taken to hospi-
tal where she later died.

The tragedy happened at a
house party in the village,

near Grantham, hosted by
Smith’s aunt and uncle.

Rosie, who lived in the near-
by village of Bottesford, was
found at around 9.20pm and
the alarm was raised. She
was taken to hospital in Shef-
field but later died.

A post mortem examination
later found the cause of
death was oxygen starvation
of the brain due to strangula-
tion.

Smith, of Bowmans Way,
Sedgebrook, Lincolnshire, ap-
peared before magistrates in
Loughborough today after he
was charged with murdering
the girl last night.

Defence  counsel  David
Watts made an application
for bail and no pleas were en-
tered before the court.

Following an hour-long hear-
ing, magistrates retired to
consider the bail application.
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Spanish becomes sec-
ond language in Brazil

Brazilian Congress gave final
approval Thursday to a bill
that makes Spanish a sec-
ond language in the coun-
try’s public and private prima-
ry schools. The bill awaits
now President Luiz Inacio Lu-
la da Silva’s signature.

"It's been fully passed, only
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the president’s approval is
needed next week", said Con-
gressman Atila Lira, who
sponsored the bill.

The legislation requires gov-
ernment and private schools
to offer Spanish as an elect-
ive subject for students in
grades five through eight. In
earlier grades Spanish de-
pends on the schools’ discre-
tion.

In Portuguese speaking Bra-
zil, students complete three
years of secondary school
before going to college. Un-
der the legislation, second-
ary schools would be able to
choose whether to offer
Spanish classes.

"The new law is important for
primary education and for
Brazil's integration with the
rest of Mercosur”, underlined
Mr. Lira, adding that the
teaching of Spanish "is going
to facilitate the formation of a
South American bloc".

Approval of the bill followed
several years of debate by
legislators in Brazil, a coun-
try that has traditionally been
closed to foreign languages
and where the teaching of
other foreign languages was
not required.

For some time now Brazilian
universities have offered
Spanish classes in response
to Spanish speaking Merco-
sur growing influence. Actual-
ly in Brazil's border states

that have authority over their
educational systems Spanish
have been taught for years.

Spain’s Science and Educa-
tion Ministry Miguel Gonza-
lez Suela in Madrid hailed
the passing of the bill as "a
day of celebration”, because
anywhere between 10 and
12 million young Brazilians
will be learning Spanish. Cur-
rently only private schools at-
tended by 10% of Brazil's
children, offer Spanish at the
primary level.

Trackways of large dino-
saur footprints found in
Oxfordshire quarry

Cetiosauruses and a megalo-
saurus are thought to have
left prints at what is said to
be largest site of its kind in
UK Geneva Abdul

Published: Thu 2 Jan 2025
13.00 CET

It is now a quarry in Oxford-
shire. But nearly 166m years
ago it was where a large
number of dinosaurs criss-
crossed the limestone floor.

Researchers have unearthed
200 large dinosaur footprints
— said to be the biggest site
of its kind in the UK — from
two types of dinosaurs,
thought to be the herbivo-
rous cetiosaurus and the car-
nivorous megalosaurus. The
longest trackways are 150
metres in length, and only
part of the quarry has been
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excavated.

“This is one of the most im-
pressive track sites I've ever
seen, in terms of scale, in
terms of size of the tracks,”
Prof Kirsty Edgar, a micropa-
laeontologist from the Univer-
sity of Birmingham, told the
BBC. “You can step back in
time and get an idea of what
it would have been like,
these massive creatures just
roaming around, going about
their own business.”

In 1997, a trackway of mega-
losaurus footprints was dis-
covered at Ardley quarry in
Oxfordshire. Recollections of
that discovery led Gary John-
son, a worker at Dewars
Farm quarry, to consider
whether bumps and dips he
had found in the limestone
floor there could be dinosaur
footprints.

“| was basically clearing the
clay and | hit a bump, and |
thought it’s just an abnormali-
ty in the ground,” Johnson
told the BBC. “But then it got
to another, 3 metres along,
and it was a hump again,
and then it went another 3
metres, hump again.” People
stand behind a footprint
which is in foreground of pic-
ture, other footprints reced-
ing into the distance behind
(From left) Kirsty Edgar, Rich-
ard Butler, Duncan Murdock,
Alice Roberts and Emma
Nicholls with dinosaur foot-
prints found at the quarry.
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Over the summer a team of
more than 100 scientists, stu-
dents and volunteers joined
an excavation at the site,
which will feature on the TV
series Digging for Britain
next week.

The team found five track-
ways, four of which were be-
lieved to have been made by
sauropods, plant-eating dino-
saurs that walked on four
legs. Another track is be-
lieved to have been created
by a megalosaurus, a carniv-
orous dinosaur that walked
on two legs.

The latter was “almost like a
caricature of a dinosaur foot-
print”, Dr Emma Nicholls, a
vertebrate  palaeontologist
from the Oxford University
Museum of Natural History,
told the BBC. “It's what we
call a tridactyl print. It's got
these three toes that are
very, very clear in the print.
The whole animal would
have been 6-9 metres in
length. They were the largest
predatory dinosaurs that we
know of in the Jurassic peri-
od in Britain.” A megalosau-
rus and cetiosaurus leaving
footprints as they walk be-
side water An artist’'s impres-
sion issued by the University
of Birmingham of how a meg-
alosaurus and cetiosaurus
may have created the foot-
prints.

The trackways were studied
in detail during the excava-
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tion, and casts of the tracks
were made and more than
20,000 photographs taken,
to create 3D models of the
entire site and individual foot-
prints.

Prof Richard Butler, a palaeo-
biologist at the University of
Birmingham, said dinosaur
footprints provided a snap-
shot of the life of the animal,
including how they moved
and the environment in
which they lived — informa-
tion that would not be availa-
ble from the bone fossil
record alone.

Why these particular track-
ways were preserved re-
mains unknown. “Something
must have happened to pre-
serve these in the fossil
record,” Butler said. “We
don’t know exactly what, but
it might be that there was a
storm event that came in, de-
posited a load of sediments
on top of the footprints, and
meant that they were pre-
served rather than just being
washed away.”

Nick Clegg, former UK
deputy prime minister,
leaves Meta

Clegg was the tech giant's
chief public policy architect
when it was facing scrutiny
over Cambridge Analytica
scandal Johana Bhuiyan

Thu 2 Jan 2025 22.00 CET

Nick Clegg, Britain’s former

deputy prime minister and
Meta’s current president of
global affairs, is leaving the
company after six years.

“It truly has been an adven-
ture of a lifetime!” Clegg said
in a post on Facebook. “I am
proud of the work | have
been able to do leading and
supporting teams across the
company to ensure innova-
tion can go hand in hand
with increased transparency
and accountability, and with
new forms of governance.”

Clegg joined the Facebook
parent company in 2018 as
the social media platform’s
vice-president for global af-
fairs and communications. At
the time the company faced
intense scrutiny over the
Cambridge Analytica data
scandal and its role in the
2016 US presidential elec-
tion. He was promoted to the
chief policy role in 2022 after
he helped to establish the
Facebook Oversight Board —
an independent board that
makes decisions on the so-
cial network’s moderation pol-
icies.

“My time at the company co-
incided with a significant re-
setting of the relationship be-
tween ‘big tech’ and the soci-
etal pressures manifested in
new laws, institutions and
norms affecting the sector,”
Clegg wrote. “I hope | have
played some role in seeking
to bridge the very different
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worlds of tech and politics —
worlds that will continue to in-
teract in unpredictable ways
across the globe.”

Clegg will be replaced by his
deputy, Joel Kaplan, who,
Clegg wrote, “is quite clearly
the right person for the right
job at the right time”. Kaplan
previously served as the dep-
uty chief of staff for policy un-
der former president George
W Bush. He is known to be
the most prominent conserva-
tive voice at the company
who rose to the top ranks at
a time when Facebook faced
claims of liberal bias.

During his time in the role,
Kaplan pushed to partner
with the fact-checking divi-
sion of rightwing news site
the Daily Caller in response
to concerns from Republi-
cans over the company’s
partnership with mainstream
news organizations. Most re-
cently, Kaplan was pictured
at the New York stock ex-
change alongside vice-presi-
dent-elect JD Vance during
the Time person of the year
ceremony.

The policy team shakeup
comes just weeks before the
20 January inauguration of
Donald Trump. As Trump
has come in and out of pow-
er, tech firms including Meta
have vacillated between en-
forcing their moderation rules
against Trump, including ban-
ning his accounts, and re-

versing those decisions.
Days after Trump was elect-
ed, Meta donated $1m to
Trump’s inauguration fund
and the company’s CEO,
Mark Zuckerberg dined with
him at Mar-a-Lago. This
comes after Trump threaten-
ed to punish Zuckerberg if
his platform at all influenced
the election.

In response to Clegg’s post
on Facebook, Zuckerberg
thanked the executive and
said he was excited for Ka-
plan to step into the role “giv-
en his deep experience and
insight leading our policy
work for many years”.
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